[Transcutaneous absorption of industrial toxic substances].
Percutaneous absorption of industrial toxic agents has been emphasized in the last decade, in particular because the use of effective environmental and individual preventive measures has greatly reduced risks by inhalation. The aim of this paper is to summarize the main methods currently in use for the assessment of percutaneous absorption: in vivo and in vitro studies, use of cutaneous substitutes, techniques of removal, fluorescent techniques, indirect methods and biological monitoring. Currently there are no limit values of cutaneous exposure, except for the skin notation suggested by ACGIH, and it is necessary to analyze and standardize the methods for its assessment to guarantee the applicability of these methods to all industrial activities. Moreover it is necessary to increase the low perception of cutaneous risk, to correct the wrong use of DPI and the wrong individual hygienic habits.